Cruckley Animal Farm Statement

At Cruckley Animal Farm, the health and safety of our visitors has always been our top priority.  We were therefore hugely concerned to hear that a small number of people had fallen ill having visited us. As soon as we were informed of this we voluntarily closed the farm. Naturally our thoughts are with the families concerned.

We have welcomed people onto our farm for almost 25 years and this is the first time we have experienced anyone becoming ill. We have been proud of the cleanliness and hygiene standards maintained across the farm, which we believe were in line with best practice. We are working closely with the Health Protection Agency to help them with their enquiries.

We have always believed that a visit to a farm makes an important contribution to a broader understanding of the countryside and nature more generally. However, in light of what has happened, after a great deal of consideration, we have taken the difficult decision to retire.  The farm will therefore be closed on a permanent basis.

We have thoroughly enjoyed meeting so many people over the years and hope we have provided an enjoyable and educational day for all of them. Obviously we are very sad to close and would like to thank our staff and the thousands of people who have supported us over the years.
John and Sue Johnston

