Cruckley Animal Farm

Teachers Information Sheet 2011
All teachers are welcome to make a free preview visit before bringing a group. The farm is open 19th March to 18th September 2011, 10.30 to 5.00 daily, weekends only during October then daily for the October half term.
Farm Facts

2011 is Cruckley Farm’s 24th season and we have enjoyed giving many thousands of children the chance to see farm and country life on a real working farm. On our 60 acres we grow barley; grass for silage, hay and grazing. We rear calves for beef and fatten pigs and lambs for market. Most of our pedigree stock is sold on for breeding. At the moment we have about 40 breeds and varieties of farm animals and poultry including many rare and endangered species. Cruckley is an Approved Rare Breed Survival Trust Centre, the only one in East Yorkshire. The farm is divided into small viewing paddocks with a safe 1.5 mile walk. 

Visit Details

Teachers will be met in the coach park on arrival at 10.30.  
All ages of children are invited to the introductory talk and milking demonstration which starts at 10.45.  Please ensure your party is seated in the milking parlour for this demonstration; a member of staff will guide you here. After Milking, younger children, nursery etc have the freedom to view the whole farm at their own pace, whilst the older children, reception and upwards, are split in to class groups and taken on conducted tours.
During the tour they will visit the pig fattening house, sow house, cow shed and hatchery, where they will see the hatching chicks and be taught how the chicks hatch, with the opportunity to hold/stroke the chicks depending on group numbers/behaviour!. The children will also be taken to our petting paddocks where they may handle and feed the animals, having been shown how to feed them safely.
After a break for picnic lunch, you will be set off on the farm trail, down to the lake and nature reserve, returning back to the farm for the coach. 
Please note some schools will do the farm trail before lunch with the conducted tour after, but all children will have the chance to see everything.

The Nature Reserve

This was created in 1982 by draining a wet area, digging out a lake and planting hundreds of trees and shrubs. If you wish, you may walk around the lake but please be aware in some areas the water maybe deep.  We are currently working with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to create a new ‘wet land’ area and further enhance our existing lake thus encouraging a greater diversity of animals and plants. So far we have a carp pond with viewing platform on which you may feed the fish. 
Facilities 
Picnic areas: We have a sheltered grassy area in the old orchard, also undercover accommodation for wet weather.

Toilets: These are situated close to the coach park and picnic area. We have toilet facilities for the disabled and baby changing facilities.
HOT WATER, ANTIBACTERIAL SOAP AND DISPOSABLE TOWELS ARE PROVIDED.

HANDS MUST BE THOROUGHLY WASHED BEFORE EATING AND BEFORE LEAVING THE FARM.

Shop and café: Hot and cold drinks, sandwiches, cakes, ices and gifts, such as pens, pencils, badges etc are available. Schools may find it easier to pre book ice lollys or small gifts.

Animals breeds usually on show
Cattle: Longhorns, White Park, Gloucester, Beef and Dairy Shorthorn. 

Sheep: Greyface Dartmoor, Balwen and Boreray.

Pigs: Saddlebacks, Berkshire, Middle White, and Tamworth.
Horses: Shire horse and Shetland pony.

Donkeys: Miniature Sicilian donkeys.

Pet’s Paddock: Pygmy goats, Anglo Nubian goats, lambs etc.

Rabbit warren with various breeds of Rabbits and Guinea Pigs

Various Poultry including Turkeys, Guinea Fowl and Maran and Buff Orpington Hens, and free range Peacocks.
Please Note: All animals can be unpredictable so please ensure the children (and adults) in your group only go where permitted and under supervision. Please do not allow children to chase the animals or climb on gates or fences.  There are ditches, rivers and ponds so please take extra care in these areas. Life belts are available at deep water points.
PRICE FOR BOOKED SCHOOL PARTIES 
£2.75 PER PERSON

(THIS INCLUDES GUIDED TOUR AND ANIMAL FOOD)

Teachers and school staff free of charge, all other adults 2.75
WELLINGTON BOOTS AND WATERPROOF COATS ARE ADVISED

PLEASE REMEMBER WE DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 10.30 

Cruckley Farm is a member of:

Yorkshire Tourist Board,

Rare Breed Survival Trust.

British Pig Association

If your school is doing a special topic please tell us and we will be pleased to work this into your visit!
We have a pedal tractor track in the picnic area, and Straw maze and Bounce (seasonal) school children are welcome to use this during the lunch break, BUT  MUST BE SUPERVISED  AT ALL TIMES PLEASE! 

If you need any further information please ring Sue or John Johnston on 01262488337.

We have a young and very keen team who will aim to make your visit both educational and fun!!

